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30 Sep 20 Inquiry published - https://committees.parliament.uk/work/620

6 Nov 20 Inquiry official closing date.

16 Nov 20 The Local Government Association publishes its report "Children missing education." This sought to redefine the 
meaning of that recognised term to "Children Missing Formal Education" and argued for the monitoring and 
assessment of EHE children - https://local.gov.uk/children-missing-education

Robert Halfon, Chair of the Education Committee, is interviewed on the BBC Radio 4 Today Programme and 
essentially pre-empts the outcome of the Inquiry along the lines of the LGA proposals - 
https://www.educationotherwise.org/?p=188587

23 Nov 20 The Association of Directors of Children’s Services publishes its annual survey of EHE, which focused on the 
numbers of EHE children known to local authorities in England. There are several problems with the data collected 
and how it was extrapolated to estimate the numbers of children who are HE - 
https://adcs.org.uk/education/article/elective-home-education-survey-2020

24 Nov 20 First Oral Evidence Session - transcript: https://committees.parliament.uk/event/2849/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-
session or video: https://www.parliamentlive.tv/Event/Index/280ccb44-6c91-47bb-b7f9-aa3d417e19bc

25 Nov 20 First written evidence published - https://committees.parliament.uk/work/620/home-education/publications/written-
evidence - this was added to spasmodically until four days after the publication of the Report.

3 Dec 20 Robert Halfon writes to Gavin Williamson, Education Minister, again pre-empting the outcome of the inquiry - 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/3834/documents/38441/default

11 Dec 21 Education Otherwise publishes "Report home education Trends - Preliminary report" which provided a more 
comprehensive and therefore potentially a more accurate estimate of the numbers of EHE children in England - 
https://www.educationotherwise.org/report-on-home-education-trends

22 Mar 21 Education Committee on Twitter: "We had over 900 submissions to our #HomeEducationInquiry. You can read some
on our website, but we won't publish them all. This video explains why." - 
https://twitter.com/CommonsEd/status/1374028336553410561

23 Mar 21 Second Oral Evidence Session - transcript: https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/1948/html or video: 
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/13b0286c-334f-4568-9888-b8c8a7e52855

29 Apr 21 Accountability Hearings: Nick Gibb (Minister for School Standards) & Baroness Berridge (Minister for the School 
System) [EHE Questions Q665-67, Q668-72a & Q704-10] transcript: 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/2142/html or videos Gibb 
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/48dbd3c1-d7a9-471f-8137-6b31c46501d6?in=10:25:05&out=10:31:36 / 
Berridge https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/48dbd3c1-d7a9-471f-8137-6b31c46501d6?
in=11:23:14&out=11:41:52

During this session Robert Halfon Tweeted: "When asked about @FraserNelson's @Telegraph article stating 20,000 
children missing from school roll @ADCStweets, @BaronessEB explains this is why @educationgovuk is 
committed to a Home Education register and local authorities should hold data and follow-up with missing children."
https://twitter.com/halfon4harlowMP/status/1387719664470478849=

15 Jun 21 Safeguarding in Schools and Accountability Hearings: Amanda Spielman (Her Majesty's Chief Inspector at Ofsted) 
[EHE Questions Q838 onwards] transcript: https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/2355/html or video: 
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/1e1384eb-43c7-4faa-8308-19ca3871474a?in=12:19:29&out=12:28:40

23 Jul 21 Accountability Hearing with Gavin Williamson (Secretary of State for Education) [Q849 to Q851] transcript: 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/2426/html or video: https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3996a41a-
0701-43b8-abac-ead23ad9ec6e?in=10:11:54&out=10:14:47

21 Jul 21 Report finalised and publication ordered - Formal Minutes available on page 49 of the Full Report (below).

26 Jul 21 Report published (10pm) with the title "Strengthening Home Education" PDF: 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/6974/documents/72808/default or Web Page: 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5802/cmselect/cmeduc/84/8402.htm

Under normal circumstances the Government has undertaken to reply within two months of the publication of the 
report, when possible, but occasionally seek the committee's agreement to allow a longer period. Such reports do not
require the Department to adopt all the recommendations and commonly they don't.
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The following articles were also published before midnight on 26 July:

MPs: DfE 's lack of data on home school pupils is 'astonishing' | Tes
https://www.tes.com/news/mps-dfes-lack-homeschooling-data-astonishing

MPs call for national register of home-educated children - BBC News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-57974170

Elective home education: MPs demand 'shakeup of status quo'
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/elective-home-education-schooling-guidance-dfe-rules-mps

27 Jul 21 The Committee publishes this article on its website:

National register needed to prevent home educated children missing out on education, MPs say - Committees - UK 
Parliament
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/news/156940/national-register-needed-to-
prevent-home-educated-children-missing-out-on-education-mps-say

Robert Halfon spends the morning being interviewed on various radio and TV programmes; he also has the 
following article published:

Robert Halfon: We need to get a handle on home education – and the surge of kids who've vanished from the school 
roll | Conservative Home
https://www.conservativehome.com/thecolumnists/2021/07/robert-halfon-we-need-to-get-a-handle-on-home-
education-and-the-surge-of-kids-whove-vanished-from-the-school-roll.html

The following are a selection of articles which were published in response to the Report - only the last one is critical 
of it:

Increased support for SEND pupils needed to improve home education, MPs say | CYP Now
https://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/article/increased-support-for-send-pupils-needed-to-improve-home-education-mps-
say

"No-one should be forced into educating at home through lack of support", say MPs | (IPSEA) Independent Provider 
of Special Education Advice
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/news/no-one-should-be-forced-into-educating-at-home-through-lack-of-support-say-mps

MPs demand nation register of home-schooled children - Politics - ReadSector
https://politics.readsector.com/2021/07/27/mps-demand-nation-register-of-home-schooled-children

MPs: DfE 's lack of data on home school pupils is 'astonishing' | Tes
https://www.tes.com/news/mps-dfes-lack-homeschooling-data-astonishing

MPs call for national register of home-educated children - BBC News
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-57974170

Elective home education: MPs demand 'shakeup of status quo'
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/elective-home-education-schooling-guidance-dfe-rules-mps

The number of children being homeschooled could soon become a serious problem | The Independent
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/homeschooling-report-register-lockdown-covid-b1891421.html

New Home Education report is 'narrow minded' and could 'damage children', says academic.
https://www.fenews.co.uk/press-releases/73383-new-home-education-report-is-narrow-minded-and-could-damage-
children-says-academic

30 Jul 21 Four further submissions are published by the Committee. These are not listed in the PDF report. 
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/620/home-education/publications/written-evidence/?
SearchTerm=&DateFrom=30%2F07%2F2021&DateTo=31%2F07%2F2021&SessionId  =

One of these is by Dr Harriet Pattison, a Senior Lecturer in Early Childhood at Liverpool Hope University. She had 
also written to to the Committee following the Second Oral Evidence Session, but was not asked for further 
comment. Details here: https://he-byte.uk/england/academic-warns-against-ill-informed-and-prejudicial-policy-
making

5 Aug 21 A petition is started on Parliament's website by Laura Moss, calling on the Government "Do not impose any new 
requirements on parents who are home educating..." https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/594065 Within a few 
days it reached the threshold 10,000 signatures at which the Government was required to respond. The number of 
signatures continue to rise, but more slowly than at first.

20 Aug 21 The Department for Education publishes its response on the above page. There was nothing new in the statement 
which begins, "The Government remains committed to a registration system for Children Not in School (CNIS). 
Further details will be set out in the Government’s upcoming response to its CNIS consultation."

23 Aug 21 Home educating parent submits a formal complaint about the way the inquiry was conducted to her MP, who is 
taking it forward. However, there is no established means of complaining about the way a Select Committee 
conducts its business.
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