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Home educators delighted

Home educating families around the county are delighted to announce that the Government's
proposals for a registration and monitoring scheme for home educators have been abandoned
in the final days of the last Parliament.

The Children Schools and Families Bill did pass into law last week, but in a severely
curtailed form, losing amongst other things Clause 26 and Schedule 1 which would have
effectively introduced a licensing scheme granting permission for parents to home educate
their children.

The highlight of the campaign must surely have been the presentation of multiple petitions to
parliament in December last year, and these still hold the record for the largest number of
petitions on a single topic. Des and Trudy Kinloch from Weston Rhyn responded to the news
with relief: “We are very pleased with the outcome, and so relieved that further government
interference and intrusion into our lives has been averted for the time being.”

Mary Hardy from Market Drayton says, “We are grateful that both the Conservatives and
the Lib Dems kept to their word; they had said they would oppose the relevant clauses when
it came to the deals done prior to the dissolution of Parliament, and did indeed do this. We
also want to express our thanks to MP Owen Paterson for presenting the petition from our
constituency, and to the local press and Radio Shropshire for featuring items on the
difficulties which home educators were facing and helping us to raise the profile of the issue.”

“It is a great relief to be able to get on with the task in hand without having to keep one eye
on the situation in Westminster all the time. However, in the long term we need to remain
watchful since Ed Balls (Minister for Children, Schools and Families) has pledged that he
would re-introduce this legislation should a Labour government be returned to power. In the
case of another party being returned, we would hope that dialogue could be established prior
to any serious change in the law. In the meantime, we are glad the shadow of suspicion has
been lifted and we persevere in providing our children with the best education we can.”

Notes for editors:

DfCSF Statement on the Children, Schools and Families Bill (April 7, 2010)
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?event=news.item&id=statement_on_the_children_schools_and_families_bill

Ed Balls’ Letter to Michael Gove on the Children, Schools and Families Bill (April 7, 2010)
http://www.edballs.co.uk/index.jsp?i=4812&s=1111

Conservative Party Statement on the curtailing of the CSF Bill (April 7, 2010)
http://www.conservatives.com/News/News_stories/2010/04/Conservatives_successfully_block_more_bureaucracy_for_teachers.aspx

Education Minister, Vernon Coaker, House of Common promise to return to home-education
and other proposals (April 8, 2010) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100408/debtext/100408-0011.htm#10040850000595
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