
PRESS RELEASE - 17th December 2009
COMMONS SELECT COMMITTEE CRITICISES HOME EDUCATION PROPOSALS

Introduction

In recent months we have drawn your attention to parents’ concerns at proposals by the Department for
Children, Schools and Families following the Badman Review into home education in England. The
provisions included in November’s Children, Schools and Families Bill announced in the Queen’s Speech,
would make local authorities and not parents responsible for the education of their children. They include
granting local authorities the authority to effectively ‘license’ parents to teach their own children, the right to
interview children without their parents or other adults present and in some circumstances the expectation of
being able to enter people’s homes.

Parents across the country have been active over recent months in making known their concerns over the
unbalanced nature of the proposals. When it announced its complete acceptance of Badman’s
recommendations in June, the DfCSF launched a ‘Consultation’ in connection with a Monitoring &
Registration Scheme. By the deadline in mid October, it had received over 5,000 submissions but has still not
provided any response to this. On 13th October over 300 people from home educating families participated in
a mass lobby of Parliament, asking their MP’s to take notice of their concerns about the quality and
independence of the Badman Review and the haste with which the current Government was rushing the
changes through. Last week, over 70 MPs presented coordinated Petitions to Parliament from over 120
constituencies, the largest number on a single occasion. The total number of petitions concerning the Badman
Review presented to the House of Commons is approximately 200, with some Labour MP’s choosing to pass
them on to Ed Balls directly. The Petitions called on the Secretary of State to withdraw the proposed changes.

Select Committee Report Published

Yesterday, the Childrens, Schools and Families Select Committee published a report of its enquiry into the
conduct of the Badman Review and its recommendations. The enquiry was launched in July and received
nearly 200 written memoranda as well as holding formal and informal sessions with all interested parties. The
report contains many significant criticisms of both the review and the DfCSF’s handling of events since it was
published. The introductory summary concludes with this paragraph:

The way in which the Department has handled the Badman review has been unfortunate - from the
way in which it framed the review, through to its drafting of legislation prior to publication of the
related consultation findings. We trust that the Department will learn from this episode as it takes
forward other such reviews in future.

The 34 recommendations in the report, whilst not completely rejecting Badman’s proposals, go against the
spirit of them, suggesting that his key recommendations should be abandoned. The Committee disagreed with
the following central proposals in Graham Badman’s Review:

Compulsory registration.
Requirement to submit statement of approach and educational plan at time of registration.
Right of access to the home.
Right to speak to the child alone.
Local authority to refuse permission to home educate if there are “safeguarding” concerns.

However, the Select Committee did agree with Graham Badman that local authorities should provide more
support to home educating families. Barry Sheerman MP, Chairman of the CSF Select Committee, said:

If a balance is to be struck between parental rights and guaranteeing that all children have access to
a good education, local authorities must work positively and cooperatively with home-educating
families.

In October Sheerman criticised Ed Balls, head of the DfCSF, calling him ‘a bit of a bully’ on Radio 4’s Today
Programme, when Balls ignored the committee’s rejection of the Department’s preferred candidate for the
next Children’s Commissioner. The DfCSF responded to the publication of yesterday’s report through Schools
Minister Diana Johnson who, attempting to deny that the Select Committee had been critical of the Badman
Review, said:

We’re disappointed the Select Committee’s press release has a negative headline, but we’re very



pleased that, in their report, the Committee supports the vast majority of Graham Badman’s
recommendations on home education. We will respond in full next year.

When North Shropshire MP, Owen Paterson, presented his constituents’ petition to the House, he described
the recommendations of the Badman Review as “iniquitous”. Later he added:

I believe it is essential that every child in this country receives a first-class education and one that is
suitable to their needs; to achieve that, parents should have the right to choose the education system
that best serves their child and home schooling should be included in this choice. Parents who make
that choice should be entitled to the same presumption of innocence and competence that school
going children’s parents receive, unless evidence dictates otherwise.

Randall Hardy of Peplow, Market Drayton, who with his wife Mary has been active in keeping Mr Paterson
informed of home educators’ concerns, said:

We are encouraged that the Select Committee have produced such a thorough report - it is a pity the
Department could not commission one of the same calibre. Of course, not all the recommendations
will suit every home educating parent, but they do provide a far better foundation for future
discussions than Graham Badman’s Review. We cannot understand why Ministers decided to try and
push his ideas through with such haste; we can only suppose that they were fearful of not being able
to force their ideologies on families after the next General Election.

The Second Reading of the CSF Bill is planned for January 11th. It is unclear whether the DfCSF will respond
to the Select Committee’s report and their earlier consultation before that date. Home educating parents will
however be keeping a close watch on events.

Notes for editors:

Electronic copies of the Select Committee’s Report can be accessed from:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmchilsch.htm

Announcement of the publication of the report is at:
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/12/mps-critical-of-home-education-proposals/

Diana Johnson’s response on behalf of the DfCSF is at:
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/news/content.cfm?landing=schools_minister_diana_johnson_responds_to_the_children_schools_and_families_select_committee_report_on_home_education&type=1

Change urged for home-school plan - Press Association report:
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ukpress/article/ALeqM5h3110h6QQYAPmappzugvuQvfoABQ

Relevant articles on Owen Paterson’s web site:
http://www.owenpaterson.org.uk/record.jsp?type=news&ID=362
http://www.owenpaterson.org.uk/record.jsp?type=news&ID=363

Hansard’s record of Owen Paterson presenting Badman Review petition to the House of Commons:
http://tinyurl.com/HEPP-paterson
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