
Freedom for Family Education - Because Families Raise Children
(Home Education Petition to Parliament 2009)

Families all over England are collecting signatures on Petitions to Parliament requesting the withdrawal of a
section in the Children, Schools and Families Bill which featured in the recent Queen’s Speech.

In North Shropshire, parents who teach their children at home are meeting with Owen Paterson MP, who
has agreed to deliver their Petition to Parliament. The meeting is to take place at 5:15 PM on Friday 27th
November at The Oswestrian, Oswestry, SY11 2PA.  

The Petition, drafted by Graham Stuart MP, Chair of the newly formed All Party Parliamentary Group on
Home Education, is hoping to make an impact at Westminster with the largest number of co-ordinated
Petitions ever to be presented to Parliament.

Randall and Mary Hardy from Peplow who have educated their youngest three children themselves say,
“The proposals in this Bill dramatically change the relationship between families and the State. Under the
present Education Act, parents have the right to choose where and how their children are educated.
However, the Bill takes away that choice from parents and gives it to local authority officers, who will
effectively ‘license’ parents to educate individual children.”

Des Kinloch from Weston Rhyn, who with his wife Trudy home educate their seven children, says, “We
currently have the right to home educate our children in the manner we think is best for their individual
needs. We are concerned that this Bill will curtail our freedom and are particularly troubled about the
proposal to permit children to be interviewed without a parent being allowed to be present”

Presently the Law demands that children between 5 and 16 receive a suitable education, but this does not
have to be in school and local authorities have powers to interview in cases of real concern when this is not
the case. Outside school, parents have a legal responsibility to provide an education which is suitable to
their age, ability, aptitude and any special needs the child may have. It is estimated that there are around
50,000 children in England who are educated at home by their parents. In recent years this number has
increased dramatically as more and more schools are failing to provide suitable education for some
children/parents are choosing to home educate for a variety of reasons.

The Government have put this change forward even though Graham Badman’s Review on which it is based
was rushed and badly researched and is still being investigated by the DfCSF Select Committee. They
have also conducted a ‘consultation’ which received over 5,000 submissions, to which they have not yet
published their response.

Notes for Editors:

Details of the Petition to Parliament are available at:
http://www.freedomforfamilyeducation.org/info.htm

Graham Badman’s review of Elective Home Education on which the Department for Children, Schools and Families
are basing their proposals can be found at:

http://tinyurl.com/mxcdul

The DfCSF Select Committee is investigating the conduct of the Review and has published much of the evidence it
has received on Parliament’s web site. The following submissions are particularly worth noting:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmchilsch/memo/elehomed/me6202.htm
&
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmchilsch/memo/elehomed/me5702.htm
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##################################
##################################

http://www.freedomforfamilyeducation.org/info.htm
http://tinyurl.com/mxcdul
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmchilsch/memo/elehomed/me6202.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmchilsch/memo/elehomed/me5702.htm

