
Parents join mass lobby in bid to halt “intrusive” legislation 

A family from Market Drayton will be joining 200 other home educating families at a mass lobby 
of Parliament on Tuesday 13 October 2009. Randall, Mary and 14 year old Daniel will be asking 
Owen Paterson to help put a stop to plans that would force them to register every year and to 
undergo intrusive monitoring. 

Randall and Mary Hardy of Peplow have educated three of their six children at home. Randall 
says: “Recently the national media created an uproar about the new ‘Vetting and Barring 
Scheme’ which will force parents to be cleared by a Government scheme before they can offer 
to give lifts to children to and from clubs, etc. The proposed scheme for monitoring home 
educating families is an even greater attack on civil liberties. We are very grateful that our MP 
has agreed to meet us during the mass lobby and is interested in hearing our concerns.” 
The Government, having stirred up unfounded fears that home educating is being used as a 
cover for child abuse, is planning to introduce new laws this autumn that would: 

• force home educating families to register with their local authority every year; 

• give local authorities power to veto parental freedom to decide where and how their children 
are educated; 

• give local authority officers the right of access to their homes without the authority of a court;  

• give local authority officers the right to speak to children as young as five without their 
parents or another adult present. 

Under current legislation, it is the parents who choose how they educate their children. This can 
be by regular attendance at school or otherwise. 
A right of access to the home engages Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998 - the right to 
respect for family and private life. Intrusion into private life can only be justified if it can be 
shown to be necessary and proportionate in all the circumstances.  
The new laws are expected to place a considerable financial burden on local authorities, yet the 
Government has said it will not be providing any extra funding. 
Commenting on the recommendations, Owen Paterson says, “I find it inconceivable that the 
Department [for Children, Schools and Families] has not provided any evidence linking home 
education and child abuse.” 
The Government consultation into the proposed legislation ends on 19 October 2009. 
 

If you would like more information about home education or the mass lobby, please contact: 
Randall and Mary Hardy: 
############### 
############### 
############### 

Links for Editors: 
Graham Badman’s Report:  
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/PDF%20FINAL%20HOME%20ED.pdf  
DfCSF Consultation: 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/consultations/index.cfm?action=consultationDetails&consultationId=164
3&external=no&menu=1 
Article and Freedom of Information Data by Action for Home Education: 
http://ahed.pbworks.com/LiesDamnedLiesStatistics#DCSF/BadmanManipulatingFigures  
http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=rbrk5-GEdrUdcmfi670Mihg&gid=2 
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